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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

The exhibition Imagination: 1 x 4 present 
the work of 50 artist members of Studio 
Art Quilt Associates (SAQA) from the 
Washington, DC, Maryland, West Virginia 
region and the Virginia and North Carolina 
region. Each participating fiber artist was 
invited to use their imagination to escape 
reality, explore thoughts and feelings, 
and express themselves and the way they 
see the world by creating a new quilt in a 
format measuring one foot wide by four 
feet high. The imaginative, innovative 
and inspired art quilts on display were 
selected by juror Maggie Vanderweit, 
an internationally recognized quilter 
and SAQA board member. The wide 
range of quilts feature both traditional 
and experimental materials and textile 
techniques which include hand dyeing, 
surface design, piecing, machine and 
hand quilting, sewing and embroidery. 
The Imagination: 1 x 4 exhibition was 
organized by quilt artist and SAQA 
Regional Representative Helen Blumen 
and is presented in a virtual gallery on the 
BlackRock Center for the Arts website.

WWW.BLACKROCKCENTER.ORG/IMAGINATION

ABOUT JUROR MAGGIE VANDERWEIT

Maggie Vanderweit is an internationally 
recognized fiber artist and educator 
who has been quilting for almost 40 
years. Her contemporary art quilts are 
created with original, intense surface 
design utilizing a variety of techniques, 
often with hand-painted and dyed 
fabrics she pieces and densely quilts 
in intricate, free-motion designs. Since 
2000, Vanderweit has been operating 
her business, Stone Threads Fibre Art, 
from her studio in Ontario Canada. Her 
award-winning work has been exhibited 
in galleries and museums around the 
world and is in international and national 
private collections. Vanderweit has 
presented numerous lectures, retreats 
and workshops on fiber art and has 
been published in many books, catalogs 
and magazines, including Quilting Arts. 
She is a Professional Member of the 
Canadian Quilters’ Association (CQA) and 
a Juried Art Member of Studio Art Quilt 
Associates (SAQA), where she currently 
sits on the board. 

WWW.STONETHREADS.CA 
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ABOUT STUDIO ART QUILT ASSOCIATES

Studio Art Quilt Associates (SAQA) is a 
nonprofit organization whose mission 
is to promote the art quilt, defined as 
a creative visual work that is layered 
and stitched or references this form 
of stitched layered structure. Through 
exhibitions, resources, publications, and 
membership opportunities, SAQA seeks 
to increase the public’s appreciation for 
the art quilt and to support members in 
their artistic and professional growth. 
During the past 30 years, SAQA has 
grown into a dynamic and active 
community of 3,700+ artists, curators, 
collectors, and art professionals located 
around the world. 

WWW.SAQA.ORG 

ABOUT BLACKROCK CENTER FOR THE ARTS

BlackRock Center for the Arts is a cultural 
cornerstone and the leading venue for 
the performing and visual arts in Upper 
Montgomery County Maryland. Since 
2002, the nonprofit arts center has been 
providing the community with diverse 
performing and visual arts programs, 
gallery exhibitions and arts education 
experiences in a welcoming and intimate 
setting located in a suburb of Washington, 
DC which is also convenient to Baltimore, 
MD and Frederick, MD. The dynamic 
facility houses two art galleries, two 
theaters and an outdoor stage, and 
numerous classrooms and studios where 
year-round classes, workshops and 
camps in the performing and visual arts are 
offered for all ages.

WWW.BLACKROCKCENTER.ORG

I AM ENOUGH OF AN ARTIST TO dRAW FREELY UpON MY IMAGINATION. 
IMAGINATION IS MORE IMpORTANT THAN KNOWLEdGE. KNOWLEdGE  
IS LIMITEd. IMAGINATION ENCIRCLES THE WORLd.

                         ALBERT EINSTEIN



First, let me say what an honour it is to be 
the juror for this remarkable exhibition. 
Thank you for the opportunity and the trust 
you placed in me. Thank you to SAQA for 
making it fun and seamless. It was a  
great experience. 

The SAQA region of DC/MD/WV and NC/VA 
is full of major talent, so I anticipated terrific 
art quilts and indeed had the pleasure 
of spending quality time getting to know 
the wonderful submissions. I felt it a huge 
responsibility to make the final choices. It 
was really tough! Congratulations to all who 
submitted work. You tackled an exciting 
and challenging call for entry with insight, 
ingenuity and panache!! You created from 
your hearts and minds to offer us an artful 
piece of your imaginations!  

Imagination is the key to a limitless human 
existence. From non-physical come dreams, 

thoughts, then choice, and then these become 
physical actions and manifestations. For 
example: each one of the art quilts here began 
as ideas/feelings in the artists’ minds/hearts, 
where they germinated until they became 
actual cloth and finally emerged as this shared 
exhibition, which we can now experience …
 
The 1 x 4 format gives cohesion to the 
exhibition and acts as a reasonable limitation 
on the imaginings. It requires the artists 
to rein in their scattered thoughts to focus 
carefully on the story they want to tell. It is 
delightful to see how the art quilts range so 
widely in style and content, complexity, scale 
and approach. With the grand theme of 
imagination as the starting point, the artists 
inventively delve deep into our complicated 
interior universes, and then shoot out to our 
gardens, fields, forests, cities, shores, nations 
and carry on right out to the twinkling 
cosmos. They go everywhere!

JUROR’S REMARKS    
BY MAGGIE VANdERWEIT
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The artists muse about the origins of 
innovation, learning, and the unconscious. 
They celebrate where ideas come 
from, how we think. They demonstrate 
themselves learning, thereby rearranging 
their imaginations to make room for new 
awareness and possibilities. They depict our 
invisible reflections variously as a doorway, 
portal, spark, flow, vehicle, machine, action, 
path, adventure, spiral, burst, movement, 
vision, as chaotic, as energy, as a way to 
break through, fly away and push limits.  
 
The artists take inspiration from spirituality, 
politics, photos, fantasy, symbols, nature, 
architecture, the heavens and the mundane 
to create their magic. They create original 
worlds and creatures, they remember and 
interpret beloved travels, books, music  
and dreams.  

They also investigate human nature, our 
relationships, social interactions and 
personalities. Emotionally, the work comes 
from such different moods. You will see 
bravery, wonder, gratitude, joy, humour, 
anger, fatigue, darkness, awe, playfulness, 
fear, excitement, thoughtfulness, 
disconnection, hope, self-improvement, 
clarity and confusion. The common thread 
is shrewd observation, mastery of technique 
and a strong creative process. Studio 
materials are inventively used to take their 
conceptions to new heights. We see great 
traditional, improv, abstract, hand and 
machine details and surface design.

Underlying many pieces is profound longing 
- for a better world, a healthy world, a clean 
environment, food for all, governmental 
stability, harmony, kindness, diversity, 
inclusion, connection, escape from isolation 
and our present difficult reality. The artists 
hunger to imagine the good things into 
existence and imagine the bad things gone.
It is, of course, especially poignant that this 
exhibition is coming to us during a pandemic 
and much global unrest and uncertainty. 
In 2020 we have had unprecedented 
challenges. We are all looking for courage, 
hope and meaning. I feel this exhibition 
calls for the viewer to respond to the 
spirit and time of the work. Can we find 
our bliss anyway? Can we dig deeply and 
imaginatively to help create the world we all 
want to have? Together, can we envisage our 
beautiful little blue planet joyfully renewed 
and healed?? We are asked to crack 
ourselves open, look inside, find our own 
hopeful stories, imagine and be the change. 

Imagination plays a critical role in our ability 
to survive, adapt and thrive. I hope you 
enjoy this marvellous exploration of our very 
human dreams, strength and potential!

  Maggie Vanderweit
  December 2020
  Fergus ON, Canada
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B.J. Adams

Imagine Compromise

2020

12” x 48”

Various fabrics, threads:  Machine embroidery, 
appliqué, quilting.

$1250

Imagine Compromise? 

Choosing Red and Blue and dividing that 
narrow space vertically, I could see this piece 
completely finished before I did a single drawing 
or chose fabrics.

My thoughts were about the Congress, not 
political parties. Both houses of the Congress 
seem to always be at odds, no matter who is 
in the majority. I would like opposing members 
with their ideas to study both sides and 
compromise, try to see a blending, that might 
be a win for both.

Instead of always believing one’s side is the 
only right way to think, maybe, just maybe, one 
could listen and think about using ideas, from 
another side ... COMPROMISE and perhaps, 
work together.

I must be a dreamer to think that even possible 
... IMAGINE COMPROMISE?



Patricia Arndt

Birds of a Feather

2020

12” x 48”

Appliqué by raw-edge machine 
embroidery; painting and machine  
free-motion stitching.

$950

As a bird, I would be free to fly to unknown 
places, to soar among the clouds, to rest in 
a tree. If I were a bird, I would live among 
friends and chose the most colorful house 
I could find.



Margaret Black

Curb Appeal 30

2020

12” x 48”

100% cotton fabric, thread, batting;  
free form piecing

$600

I am an improvisational textile artist. 
The rhythm and repetition of piecing 
fabric, cutting those pieces to create 
new configurations and rejoining them— 
without ruler or measurement—create 
vigorous, abstract structures. Bold color 
and value choices further propel the 
musicality of the composition. The work 
is densely quilted, flattening the images 
into dynamic fabric paintings.



Arlene L. Blackburn

Homestead: Sumac on Dunbar Hill

2020

12” x 48”

Various natural fibers and cotton threads  
hand-dyed by artist, rayon threads, color 
pencil, flannel bat, and commercial cotton.  
Fused, machine-stitched, and hand  
embroidery embellishment.

$1200

Standing on the hilltop of ancestors who came 
to this paradise before me ... feeling the life 
of this place. I am transported through the 
smells of hay bales and fresh tilled dirt, the 
touch of limestone blocks smoothed over by 
centuries of wind and rain, and the sound of 
metal scraping metal as the old barn roof flaps 
in the breeze.  The colors of this place excite all 
of my senses and yet grounds me in a feeling 
of belonging.  Everything of here reminds me 
of who I am.



Helen Blumen

Drawing Lessons

2020

12” x 48”

Vintage handkerchiefs, embroidered  
with perle cotton.

$400

Imagine if I could draw! That’s what motivated 
me to go back to school and enroll in an 
introductory drawing class. I struggled, trying to 
put down on paper images of the objects I could 
see in front of me. My homework sketchbook 
provided the basis for these renderings with 
needle and thread. 



Wendy Laurel Buettner

Portals

2020

12” x 48”

Hand stitched reverse appliqué,  
machine piecing and free-motion quilting.

$600

I see the imagination as a fluid flow of ideas 
entering portals and sparking other ideas 
throughout the mind.  It is an unending journey.  
This quilt is my interpretation of this. I chose 
subtle variations of red as a background to 
represent the energy that feeds the activity of 
the imagination. Conforming to the dimensions 
of a long thin canvas only enhanced the vision  
I want to convey rather than be a hindrance.  



Susan Callahan

Imagine No More Hunger

2020

12” x 48”

Pieced and fused, machine quilted  
and hand stitched.

$500

A favorite song — Imagine — has a line that 
refers to imagine no hunger. A career as a chef 
has me thinking how I can affect this world.  
I would cook for and feed everyone. I would 
set beautiful tables with real silver ware and 
lots of fresh fruits and vegetables. All cooked  
with Love. 



Kay Campbell

On the Verge

2020

12” x 48”

Cottons, floral wire, fabric paint

$600

On the Verge

It is there — 
A foreshadowing
A ghost of a vision
The scintilla of an idea
The glow of the path
A spark encouraging
Now blossoming
Realized plans
Bursting into fruition



Holly Cole

Drawn to Imagination

2020

12” x 48”

Layered cotton organdy with Inktense drawing 
and hand embroidery.

$1300

To set the proportions of the figure when I draw, 
I start by imagining its hidden geometry. From 
bottom to top the quilt illustrates increasingly 
complex forms and their hidden geometries.



Linda Colsh

Invisible - Disappearing Act 3

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton fabric dyed, painted and printed by the 
artist; machine pieced & machine quilted.

$1750

In early 2020, we disappeared into our homes 
out of common sense and, in many cases, under 
governmental guidelines and regulations to 
socially distance. Before coronavirus, we were 
free and went where we pleased. Now there is 
anxiety and fear. It is difficult if not impossible 
to see neighbors, family, even strangers because 
pandemic restrictions, government- or self-
imposed and fear of the virus demand distance 
and isolation. Behind closed doors, others have 
become invisible; we have become invisible. Life 
is a story of ghosts. Invisible: Disappearing Act 
3 represents winter in my four seasons series of  
4 x 1 foot art quilts.



Sandy Curran

Sunset

2020

12” x 48”

Dupioni silk, turned edge appliqué, wool batt, 
quilted with trilobal polyester thread.

$350

Imagine the beauty of God’s Sunset ... I don’t 
have to, I see it every winter night from my 
windows. My dupioni silk brings the intensity of 
the colors to life. 



Barbara Dahlberg

Playing With My Friends

2020

12” x 48”

Hand dyed and commercial fabrics, colored 
pencil, textile medium, silk and cotton threads.

$750

It all began with the sheriff. I thought he might 
be a bit lonely right now (like many of us who are 
stuck in our cages) so I gave him some friends. 
And a game to keep busy. Though not everyone 
is happy to play. 



Elizabeth Davison

Cathedral Window

2020

12” x 48”

Hand dyed cotton sateen, dupioni silk, 
machine quilted.

$900

This quilt reflects the beauty and rich colors of 
stained-glass. These windows are often found 
in churches and cathedrals, tall and narrow like 
this quilt. My inspiration for this piece comes 
from the many hours I spent as a choral singer 
rehearsing and performing in such spaces. 
Looking at these windows as the light changes, 
and the sun sets, is awe-inspiring. The colors of 
the glass are often reflected on the stone walls 
and floor of the building, creating a multicolored 
glow. My family lived in a summer house for 
several years that was a converted Victorian 
Church. The stained-glass windows remained. 
I loved their colors and intricate piecing. The 
colors in the quilt represent the rich colors of 
the glass, and the narrow lines reflect the lead 
that joins the pieces.



Paula Dean

Optimistic Pareidolia 

2020

12” x 48”

Fiber reactive dyed, discharged, fabric 
collaged, and painted.

$650

 
I could spend hours looking for shapes in 
clouds, my coffee or a piece of ice-dyed fabric. 
When images appear, a journey begins and my 
imagination discovers deeper meaning in found 
images and invoke unexpected emotions. This 
piece represents letting my imagination wander 
to allow images to appear intuitively. Many 
images repeatedly appear and have meaning to 
me so I knew I wanted to include a few of them. 
Trees appear as a symbol of renewal and growth. 
Often a raven will appear reminding me to be 
aware of the shadow side of who I am. The one 
white raven is a symbol of strength, optimism, 
pure honesty, and an element of trust.  I used a 
Shibori technique for the base which was then 
discharged and fabric collage and paints were 
added to create the additional elements.



Kathleen P. Decker

Meeting of the Minds

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton fabric appliquéd with cotton, metallic, 
and polyester fibers; machine-quilted.

$2000

“Meeting of the Minds” represents what 
happens when a male and female communicate. 
The show’s subject prompted me to design an 
art quilt to represent both differences in thinking 
between genders as I imagine them, and the 
love that unites them. The male’s linear thinking 
is represented by overlapping boxes, and the 
female’s multi-tasking style is represented by 
curved fibers which crisscross each other. This 
corresponds to neuroanatomical studies which 
demonstrate that most women have more 
neuronal fibers connecting right and left-brain 
hemispheres than men, called “crossing fibers.” 
This leads to two different ways of thinking and 
speaking. These differences are resolved with 
love, represented by hearts. 



Lana Dragon

Passage Pondered

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton and silk fabric, cotton and silk 
embroidery thread, original photo transfer, 
fabric paint and pens.

$3500

The imagination as the door through which one 
can escape the physical constraints of reality is 
challenging due to all that our nation of families 
continue to face. In reflection of this moment in 
time, I’ve created “Passage Pondered.” I invite 
viewers to join and step in closer to ponder 
their own directions and decisions as they 
imagine walking toward the passage-way door. 
One may interpret seeing darkness leading 
to an enlightened direction, or question that 
direction with other possibilities. The drainpipe 
echoes thoughts to “drain” mistrust, half-truths, 
and deceptions as one pursues toward health 
and happiness. By using fabric as brushes,  
I continue to present imaginative surreal humor 
or thought provoking visual themes. So join me 
and step in, ponder your world of imagination. 



Lisa Ellis

Finding Beauty

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton fabric and thread, machine pieced  
and quilted, thread painting.

$800

I imagine a world where dandelions growing 
rampant on the dry brown hills of California is 
considered beautiful. While others wait for the 
hills to turn green, I appreciate their beauty now. 
While others curse the weeds, I make wishes on 
the wispy fluffs.



Jane Fellows

Sumi-e World

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton scrim, folded cotton batiks, cotton 
batting, polyester sheer, cotton and polyester 
thread. Free motion quilting, hand embroidery.

$1800

I wanted to explore a landscape that did not 
conform to our understanding of the laws of 
nature. By including marshes, fields, deserts, 
lakes, rivers, cliffs, forests and canyons 
arranged without regard to the physical world, 
Imagination was the driver of the composition. 

The unique format, 1 x 4, reminded me of 
Japanese banner flags. This inspired me to 
include the Sumi-e figures. Finishing the piece 
with two heavenly bodies in the sky was the 
final design feature that tickled my imagination. 



Ann Flaherty

Calm Waters

2020

12” x 48”

Raw edge and fused appliqué,  
fabric paints, machine quilting. 

$450

Certainty is knowing the moon will rise, 
shimmering on waves rolling in and out. 
The best things in life are free. 

Created with raw edge and fused 
appliqué, fabric paints, machine quilting 
and imagination. 



Julia Gaff

Nature Has the Staying Power

2020

12” x 48”

Commercial cotton prints, photographs  
taken by the artist and printed onto cotton  
by a commercial printer.

$600

In our contemporary world people try to 
control their surroundings and to be in charge 
of nature. Our fearsome searching for control 
has many negative consequences for nature 
like water choked with plastic, increased sea 
temperatures, and reduced usability of air.  
How would our treatment of nature differ if we 
treated it with gratitude, thankful for the gifts 
it shares with us, rather than as an obstacle to 
be controlled? Even if damaged, nature will 
outlast us. Couldn’t we use our individual 80 
or so years to partner with nature? After all, 
it’s not nice to fool Mother Nature.



Jayne Bentley Gaskins

Spiraling Thoughts

2020

12” x 48”

Cloth, thread; appliqué and free-motion 
stitching.

$700

Plant the seed of a random thought and then 
have the courage to let it wander. It will often 
rise like golden grains of grass and then, given 
its freedom, spiral to greater heights and new 
dimensions you never thought possible. That 
is imagination. Harness it and imagination 
becomes creativity.  



Marcy Shapiro George

Interiors

2020

12” x 48”

Shibori, hand dyed fabrics and “waste thread,” 
commercial fabrics. Constructed and quilted 
on a longarm.

$450

Inspired by a photograph of an arched interior 
doorway and using some special hand-dyed 
shibori and some “waste threads” from my 
favorite fabric dyer, Colorways by Vicki, I chose 
to take the challenge of imagining my piece, 
“Interiors”, executed as a one-foot by four-
foot view. I also wanted to assemble and quilt 
as much as possible (more than usual) on my 
Innova Longarm. I am very pleased with this 
first attempt, and I look forward to a series to 
come, perhaps?! The best challenges are often 
life-changing events, wouldn’t you agree?



Ann Graham

Kebec

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton broadcloth, inks, machine quilted.

$1500

Since the pandemic started in early 2020, I have 
been traveling virtually through Canada, visiting 
Montreal, Quebec and a small village called 
Three Pines, where Louise Penny’s books have 
taken me to the cliffs of Quebec, the tributaries 
of the St. Lawrence river during spring floods and 
the ice and snow of Montreal. It is remarkable 
to be so fully transported from my isolation to 
the challenging atmosphere of Quebec and the 
Eastern Territories, and to spend time with the 
villagers of Three Pines who have experienced 
their fair share of murder. This artwork, entitled 
Kebec from the Algonquin word for Quebec, 
highlights the river and cliffs surrounding  
the city.



Lesly-Claire Greenberg

Roshambo: Cutting Conversations

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton fabric, machine pieced and quilted; 
Thermofax screen printed/acrylic paint.

$3500

While under Quarantine for most of 2020, 
I was working on a Quilt for a Rock, Paper, 
Scissors Exhibit that is opening at the Museum 
of the Shenandoah Valley in November. My 
imagination was held in check as I labored over 
my “Rock Pile”. Finally it broke free! There are 
so many more Scissors Quilts to Come! Just 
picture these implements talking to each other 
as they sit on the “Benches” outside of their old 
age home!



Margaret Griffiths

Cosmic Sliver

2020

12” x 48”

Hand dyed fabrics from Colorways by 
Vicki, machine appliquéd onto a linen/
cotton blend background. Embellished 
with beading. 

$1500

Do you ever imagine what a world on the 
other side of the universe would look like? 
This 1’ x 4’ is looking at that far off world 
as if peering through an open doorway.



Cindy Grisdela

Emerging

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton fabric, thread, Improv design

$950

Ideas bubble up from the subconscious, making 
their way to the light. It isn’t always a linear 
progression. Emerging reflects this dynamic as 
an idea becomes reality-light emerging from the 
dark. Improvisationally designed and pieced, 
free motion quilted. 



Robin Hamill

Three Halves but Not Quite Whole

2020

12” x 48”

Machine pieced batiks, cottons;  
free motion quilting.

$500

For many reasons, 2020 has left me feeling 
unsettled and awkward. It’s like having all the 
right parts and more, but none are in the correct 
place to feel complete. This piece includes three 
wonky half circles, rounded by the stitching 
but only one has a ghost of a complete circle.  
The lack of connection of the parts seems a 
fitting representation of the year—the many 
relationships with family and friends that are 
currently so distant and disjointed. I dedicate 
this quilt to all those suffering from loss and 
loneliness. I imagine the time when my soul will 
roll smoothly along instead of going thunk—
whirrr—thunk—whirr—thunk.



Janice Hummel

Up and Away

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton and polyester fabrics, machine pieced 
and quilted, appliqué and decorative stitching.

$600

This quilt is based on a photograph taken by a 
friend while visiting Beziers, France where the 
umbrellas were hung along one of the streets.  
I looked at the photograph and imagined being 
lifted up and away into the sky by the umbrellas 
and going on a wonderful adventure. It took a 
lot of planning to get the perspective of looking 
down the street and then looking up in the sky.



Catherine Kleeman

Elephant Ears II

2020

12” x 48”

Artist dyed and painted cotton fabrics,  
raw edge machine appliqué, machine  
stitched and quilted.

$1300

Four summers ago, I planted an elephant ear 
bulb in a pot. Interesting, but not spectacular. 
I overwintered it in the garage and the next 
Spring I planted it in the garden. Oh boy, it 
really grew. And multiplied. Another Winter in 
the garage, another Summer in the garden, and 
now it’s getting spectacular. This past Summer 
I planted elephant ear bulbs all around my yard 
and was so excited to them come up and thrive. 
They are huge! More than 4 feet long and too 
big to use for this exhibit. I used a small leaf and 
my imagination to create my fantasy elephant 
ears. Maybe next year they will look like this.



Susan J Lapham

Sideshow #2: Mildred

2020

12” x 48”

Machine-pieced, hand-dyed cotton,  
long-arm machine quilted.

$900

I am a scientist and artist whose influences 
include cartography, statistics, erector sets, 
and Dr. Suess. My work is a combination 
of eclectic architecture, complex machinery, 
and outlandish arrangements that push the 
limits of balance, proportion, and symmetry. 
The resulting constructions explore surprising 
connections, finding resolutions with delight 
and humor.



Ellen Lindner

Diversity

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton fabrics, improvisationally machine 
pieced; machine quilted.

$595

Black, white. Gay, straight. Christian, Muslim. 
Immigrant, native. Rather than being threatened 
by our differences, we should look for ways 
to support one another as members of the 
community of mankind. 



Melinda E. Lowy

Beyond the Milky Way

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton, polyester, beads; fiber etched; 
machine stitched/quilted, hand beaded.

$500

 
Inspiration comes in many ways. For me a lot 
of it is in the fabrics I use. I don’t limit myself 
to just cotton but instead use polyesters, silks, 
upholstery fabrics, or anything that can be 
sewn through. I’m attracted to shiny, glittery 
fabrics but don’t often use them in my pieces 
as they don’t usually fit with the subject 
matter on which I’m basing my art. A second 
source of inspiration for me is nature with its 
varied patterns, designs and beauty. The sky is 
especially beautiful to me, whether at sunrise, 
sunset or with all the myriad stars shining. It has 
the heart-expanding effect of making me feel  
I can do anything I put my mind to. Also a perfect 
setting for those sparkly and glittery fabrics.



Janet Marney

Imagine My Ideal Garden

2020

12” x 48”

Fusible broderie perse; commercial cotton 
prints; free motion quilting.

$1150

I love gardens and plants of any kind. Flowers 
are my love language, and color is my joy. 
Normally, I love to travel, always making it a 
point to visit gardens along the way. But, with 
travel restricted, the current lockdown is the 
perfect time to imagine my ideal garden. This 
is a place I’ve only dreamed about, a beautiful 
haven where I am surrounded by a profusion 
of large vibrant flowers all year long, with an 
occasional fellow creature to surprise me down 
the path. This vision refreshes and renews me, 
bringing peace to my spirit in a stressful time.  
Imagining this garden fills me with joy.



Barbara Matthews

Golden Daffodil Bulb

2020

12” x 48”

Commercial and hand-painted cotton fabric, 
cotton batting, machine quilted, hand-beaded.

$375

 
In spring 2020, after the daffodils had bloomed 
and their leaves had flopped over and were 
decaying, I undertook the task of dividing 4 
beds.  After 35 years undisturbed, there was a 
multitude of bulbs! At the end of the first day 
of digging, I started mentally designing this 
quilt. I queried what could I imagine amid all 
the dead and dying leaves and disturbed dirt.  
I envisioned that when I resumed work the next 
day, I would miraculously see a solo daffodil in 
glorious bloom and discover a jewel encrusted 
golden bulb. Naturally, nothing so magical 
happened but some magic will still occur. I gave 
away bulbs to many neighbors and friends. Next 
spring, when I walk around my neighborhood 
and see all the new daffodils in bloom, I 
will think of my golden bulb and know I had 
spread joy.



Myania Moses

Nasturtiums in the Snow

2020

12” x 48”

Hand dyed and painted fabrics, fabric collage, 
machine appliqué/quilting.

$1875

Travel in 2020 was elusive, my garden 
benefited from regular watering and tending. 
The blooms were particularly lush this year 
bringing bees, butterflies and hummingbirds. 
The autumn comes, and the nasturtium fade. 
Winter comes and I imagine the nasturtium 
blooming, reminding me of summer days.



Dominie Nash

Shibori Dreams 2

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton and silk organza, machine  
appliqué and quilting, shibori.

$600

As in much of my work, the fabric is the starting 
point and then my imagination takes over. 
The background was an unfinished shibori 
scarf which I had always intended to continue 
working on when I returned from a trip to Japan 
two years ago. It was just the right size to start 
making my two entries. I found other shibori 
fabrics I had made and took a leap, combining 
colors that at first seemed jarring as I cut and 
placed them on the original fabric without a 
plan. In the end, the combination fulfilled my 
unconscious vision.



Sarah Pavlik

Roll With It

2020

12” x 48”

Pieced surface designed fabric  
using bicycle tires.

$575

Riding a bicycle is my main form of exercise, 
whether it be on the road, the trail, or in a cycle 
studio.  This is where I am able to be alone with 
my thoughts and I often seek inspiration in our 
beautiful Lewes, DE surroundings. Since Covid 
hit, my bicycle rides have become even more 
important to my sanity, and to my creative and 
imaginative self. I became inspired by the tire 
marks that are always before me on the trail,and 
began using bicycle tires to make marks on 
fabric. This piece represents the varying paths 
for creativity, the routes one can take, in one’s 
imagination, or on the road. We must move 
forward; we must Roll With It.  



Jenny Perry

The Stilt Walker

2020

12” x 48”

Hand painted linen, silk and cotton fabrics, 
fused appliqué, thread painting,  
machine quilting. 

$750

Several years ago, on a trip to Montreal, we 
happened upon a festival at the Old Port.  
It was crowded with people in colorful 
costumes and large balloons were strung 
across the entire area. A stilt walker made his 
way around the grounds with ease. The scene 
was magical. My photographs from that day 
were the inspiration for this piece.



Estelle Porter

A Modern Classic

2020

12” x 48”

Commercial and hand dyed fabrics altered 
with stamps, stencils, and rubbing plates  
using paints, inks and oil pastels.

$1200

Since Covid-19 has restricted travel to my 
beloved Greece, I allowed my imagination to 
take me there. I recalled the classic imagery of 
architecture and pottery and assembled pieces 
in crazy quilt fashion.  The imagery I created with 
stamps, screens, and stencils for a prior series 
left me with extra sample bits. I repurposed 
them by adding background texture with Shiva 
paint sticks to create unity among the pieces 
before assembling them into an Ionic column.  
I quilted them in modern fashion with parallel 
lines emphasizing the narrow format.



Susan Price

The Imagination of Nature

2020

12” x 48”

Eco-printed cotton and silk fabrics, organza, 
screen printing; machine stitching and hand 
quilting/embroidery. 

$650

 
I love the muted, subtle colors and leaf 
details that eco printing captures.  It reminds 
me of a walk in the woods, a calming escape 
from reality that opens the door to let the 
imagination roam freely. Whether letting 
an idea germinate, considering techniques 
to use, or being inspired by nature itself, 
the possibilities seem boundless when 
surrounded by the natural world.  Said Richard 
P. Feynman, American theoretical physicist,  
“The imagination of nature is far, far greater 
than the imagination of man.” I agree.



Mary A. Ritter

Topsy Turvy

2020

12” x 48”

Background spliced from my own hand-dyed 
fabric quilt; black/white cotton prints; plastic 
produce bags for trees.

$450

The year 2020 has been a challenge for the 
whole world. My interpretation of the chaos 
was to use the focus colors as background 
and the figures in blacks and grays. Each 
figure, house, window, boat, person, and tree 
is represented as 1, 2, 3, 4. It was relaxing to 
delve into creativity as a release from reality.



Kathleen Rountree

Flowers on the Wall

2020

12” x 48”

Machine quilted on cotton fabric and pieces  
of a 1940s-era Madeira tablecloth.

$350

This work is inspired by a line from the song 
“Imagine”, by John Lennon, which reads “...
imagine all the people sharing all the world 
....“ This piece then illustrated the contrast 
between a cold, hard barrier, and reminds 
us of the 1940s, the time this style of table 
linen was popular, a time when people from 
other nations came to American, enhancing 
our world of science, art, and music.  
As you view the piece from top to bottom, 
I hope you consider that there may come 
a time when more of the various “walls” 
that separate us may one day be covered  
with flowers.  



Sheryl E. Sims

Mermaid Magic

2020

12” x 48”

Cotton/batik raw edge appliqué with  
machine quilting.

$800

Inspired by mystical beings of the sea, jewel-
tone colors stir the imagination. The magic  
of my imagination brings forth the emergence 
of mermaids frolicking in their magical world, 
elusive from passersby, unable to see them 
and living ordinary human lives. Yet, I see 
majestic blues, greens, and purples in the 
mermaids’ underwater world. Here, they  
bask beneath a rose-colored setting sun.



Etta Stewart

Rainbow Excluded

2020

12” x 48”

Hand dyed fabrics were embellished using 
both hand and machine embroidery.

$500

Imagine if on earth, there was only a Blue mold 
for everyone to fit into no matter the molds 
name.  Would you struggle to conform or dare 
to break the mold to share your true colors?  
Our multiple personalities, wealth of knowledge 
and artistic talent can shine even within this 
Blue world.  I want to acquaint myself to your 
uniqueness and share mine with you.  I, myself 
would have difficulties living within a BLUE 
mold.  Would you?

My imagination took me to a non-diversified Blue 
World and was stuck on how to communicate 
my thoughts.  In collaborating with Jason, my 
son, he took it to the next level of Rainbow 
Excluded in that every color is Blue whether it 
was RED, Yellow, Green, Orange or Purple.  It 
was a happy day, collaborating with him on the 
finishing touches.    



Linda Strowbridge

Imagine the End of Oil

2020

12” x 48”

Quilters’ cottons, linen, sheers and 
repurposed clothing. Raw-edge appliqué, 
pieced, machine quilted and hand 
embroidered. 

$425

Driving through the high desert in New Mexico, 
I once stumbled across a gas pump museum 
and graveyard. The pet project of a retired 
engineer, it included pristine restorations, 
rusting examples and skeletal remains of 
vintage pumps. It was beautiful for the pumps’ 
bright metallic colors, for the sleek mid-
century design lines, for the earthy tones and 
rich textures of rust, and for the curious ways 
these pieces of infrastructure deteriorated. It 
was also beautiful for the prospect it conjured 
that we could relegate fossil fuels to history 
and embrace a cleaner, healthier future. 



Linda Syverson Guild

Playing a Game: Balancing Act

2020

12” x 48”

Hand dyed cottons and Commercial cotton, 
cotton batting and backing, polyester 
stiffener and pipe cleaners.

$900

Let’s play a game and pick sides.

The rules: Fibonacci numbers;  
1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13.

One counts up, one counts down.

Balance is created by their overlap.



Betsy True

Float Like a Butterfly

2020

12”x48”

Hand-painted sky, tree with raw-edge machine 
appliqué; machine quilted.  Cotton and cotton-
blend fabrics and batting.

$500

In my art, I seek to invoke a sense of wonder 
at the beauty and mystery of nature using 
fabric, paint and thread. The floating free-fall 
of autumn leaves in their brilliant colors makes 
me imagine butterflies flying by my window. 
I’ve shown the falling leaves as they become 
colorful butterflies fluttering around the tree, 
preparing to travel on to the unknown.



Janice Walker

This Is Where It All Begins-Or Does It

2020

12” x 48”

Commercial cottons; machine stitched,  
turned edge appliqué, machine quilted.

$600

Most of my life I saw myself as a scientist, the 
artist identity coming much later. Since lately  
I have been looking into the question of Nature 
vs. Nurture as it relates to creative endeavors, 
this challenge immediately sent my mind to the 
very origin of all of our traits. The circular nature 
of the brain contemplating how the function of 
the DNA, that is responsible for the function 
and structure of the brain, has led me to the 
conclusion that my imagination is capable of 
taking me anywhere.



Katherine Stewart Wilson

Serengeti Massai Mara

2020

12” x 48”
African cotton batik, damask, metal chain, 
leather, animal hide, feathers, bone, glass  
and wood beads, shell. Bubble texturized, 
fused appliqué, painted and embellished.

$4000

I have always wanted to visit the Serengeti 
Region of Africa. This quilt depicts what I 
imagine I would see there. The ethnic Massai 
people occupy the Serengeti.  “Serengeti “is the 
Massai word to describe the endless plains and 
“Mara”, in Maa the Maasai language, means 
“spotted”. From the air, the Serengeti grasslands 
are dotted with thorn trees, and the Massai 
Mara is “spotted” with animals, especially 
during the Great Migration of wildebeest, 
zebras and other wildlife. The Massai Mara is 
also “spotted” with the Massai people in their 
own style, wearing body wraps known as Shúka 
in brightly colored reds, and intricate beadwork 
necklaces, an expression of the race and its 
history.  The Serengeti-Massai-Mara Region has 
a 4 million year history, one of the oldest and 
most scientifically significant ecosystems in the 
world.  I hope to get there soon, but until then, 
I’ll imagine.



Dianne Miller Wolman

Fit To Be Tied

2020

12” x 48”

Various fabrics from neck ties, cotton  
backing, various threads, polyester batting. 
Fused appliqué, machine quilted.

$600

I think the main US political parties (red and 
blue) and the electorate are divided so deeply 
on perceptions of facts, policies and social issues 
that civil discourse has mainly disappeared, 
and most discussions are enflamed and bitter. 
The country no longer seems to fit together.  
I can imagine a day when we rise above this and 
civil discourse is revived, we listen to various 
views, conversations become more nuanced, 
politicians can reach compromises and the 
country will be tied back together. I just cannot 
imagine when that will be.


